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Introduction 

 
This policy has been devised in consultation with teachers, parents and pupils.  We have also referred to a 
number of published articles to gain further insight in to current research outside our school community: 
 
“Homework in primary schools does not appear to lead to large increases in learning.”    - Education 
Endowment Foundation 
 
 “Homework in primary school has an effect of zero.  Five to ten minutes has the same effect of one hour 
to two hours. The worst thing you can do with homework is give kids projects. The best thing you can do is 
to reinforce something you’ve already learnt.”  - John Hattie   

 
It is very important to us that the children are happy and experience the best education possible. We value 
strong links and a close partnership between home, church and school and recognise the importance of 
trust and shared responsibility in education. 
 
We define homework as any activity that pupils undertake outside of school lesson time, either on 
their own or with the support of family members. At Brown Clee Primary School we have a strong 
commitment to parental involvement and see homework as one way of developing this partnership. 
 

Aims and objectives 

 
The aims and objectives of homework are: 

• To consolidate learning 

• To support the individual’s needs 

• Be appropriate for the child’s age or ability 

• Be manageable and fit into home routines 
 

Rationale for Homework 
 
We believe that homework should be enjoyable and manageable for all concerned and that if it becomes a 
chore/burden/source of conflict it ceases to be a constructive aspect of teaching and learning. 
 
We do not specify amounts of time that must be spent on a task, preferring individual children and 
families to set their own routines, but we have given guidance. Individual teachers are happy to give 
advice. 
 
We recognise learning is stimulated through many simple opportunities other than work set 
specifically by school. We whole-heartedly encourage: 

• Talking and interacting together with family and friends 

• Going to the park 

• Playing imaginatively with toys or games 

• Exploring new places together, etc. 
 
We notice improvements in confidence and progress for many of our pupils when they are well 
supported at home. Regular, consistent practise of the following is advantageous: 

• Reading – not necessarily books from school! Examples could include: signs; instructions; 

• magazines; leaflets; comics, etc. 

• Maths facts over time, eg. number bonds 

• Phonics and/or spelling (see Appendix1) 

• Times Tables activities (KS2 and KS1 as appropriate) 



 
 
We see value in providing feedback on homework in a variety of ways: 

• Verbal 

• Stickers 

• Written 

• Sharing with peers 

• Whole class feedback 
 
We increase the expectation of learning at home as children get older: 

• To develop independence and organisation skills 

• To prepare children for the increase in homework set by secondary school 
 
We try to maintain a positive approach when setting homework and whilst we encourage it to be 
completed, we understand there should be a limit to the time spent on it.  
 

Types of homework 
 
Following our recent review, we believe that if we are to set homework then it needs to support childrens’ 
learning (Non-negotiable) and promote and encourage a love of learning and self-regulation skills 
(Optional).  
 

Our Non-Negotiable Tasks 

 

We believe that the only non-negotiable homework should be reading, timestables and spellings, as these are 

activities that will have a direct, specific and positive impact on pupils achievement in school.  Individual class 

teachers will set spellings and timestables as appropriate and will inform parents via the school website at the 

beginning of the term.   

 

We try to maintain a positive approach when setting homework and whilst we encourage it to be completed, we 

understand there should be a limit to the time spent on it. We recommend the following as guidance; parents should 

also use their own judgement: 

 

 Reception KS1 KS2 

Reading 5 mins, at least 5 x per week 5-10 mins 5 x per week 15-20 mins 5 x per week 

Spellings/Phonics 5 mins daily 5-10 mins 3x per week 10-15 mins 3x per week 

Timestables 
 

5-10 mins 3x per week 10-15 mins 3x per week 

 

Our Optional Tasks 

We know that some children love to research subjects or create projects at home, and similarly that some 
children don’t!  We believe that this kind of homework is more ‘working from home’ and as such, should 
be optional to ensure that neither children, nor parents feel pressurised to carry it out.  This kind of 
working at home provides opportunity for students to continue learning at their own pace, to develop self-
regulation and to encourage self-motivation and a curious mind that wants to learn – rather than 
reluctantly being ‘made’ to learn. 
 



 
 
Teachers will  will publish a termly curriculum map detailing what is being taught in each subject so that 
children and parents can link any learning at home to what is being taught in the classroom.  Any optional 
work that has been brought into school will be celebrated in the class, and feedback given through verbal 
feedback, stickers and peer feedback. 
 
There may be other times when teachers wish to set homework, such as revision for SATS, or for extra 
consolidation of certain subjects or topics. 
 

Monitoring and review 

 
It is the responsibility of our governing body to agree and then monitor the school homework policy. This is 
done by the committee of the governing body that deals with curriculum issues. Parents complete a 
questionnaire during the school’s OFSTED inspection, and our governing body pays careful consideration to 
any concern that is raised at that time, or in between OFSTED inspections, by any parent. Our governing 
body may, at any time, request from our headteacher a report on the way homework is organised in our 
school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX 1 
 

Support with Learning Spellings at Home 
 

There are four main ways in which children process the spelling of words: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Learning at home needs to be an extension of the practice in school. Below are a range of 
learning strategies which are introduced to groups or individuals where appropriate, throughout the 
teaching of spellings at Brown Clee. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 
Please also refer to our school’s Calculation Policy on the website 

 


