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Lesson 1: Words and pictures 

Introduction 
During this lesson, You will become familiar with the terms ‘text’ and ‘images’ and 
understand that text and images need to be used carefully if they are to communicate 
messages clearly.  You will be able to give advantages and disadvantages of using text, 
images, or both text and images to communicate messages effectively. 

Learning objectives 
To recognise how text and images communicate information 

● I can explain the difference between text and images 
● I can explain that text and images can communicate messages clearly 
● I can identify the advantages and disadvantages of using text and images 

Key vocabulary 
Text, images, advantages, disadvantages, communicate 

Outline plan 
Please note that the slide labels the activities in the top right-hand corner to help you 
with the lesson.  
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Introduction 
(Slides 3–4) 

Text and images 
 
Slide 3. What does the word ‘text’ mean?  What different words do we use 
for this, e.g. writing, words, typing, 
 
 What does the word ‘images’ mean? We also call these pictures, graphics, 
illustrations. 
 
We see text and images used in lots of different ways in the world around 
us.  
 
Slide 4. We can communicate using text or images.  
 
Click once to start the animation. 
 
Picture of an ‘under construction’ sign:  
“Is this text or an image?”  
 
 “Do you know what it means?”  
 
Click again to reveal that this is an image and discuss the meaning.  
 
Click again. 
 
Text ‘under construction’:  
 
“Is this text or an image?”  
 
 “Do you know what it means?” 
 
 Click again to reveal that this is text.  
 
Click again. 
 
Image/text of ‘under construction’ sign: 
 
“Is this text or an image? 
 
“Do you know what it means?”  
 
Click again.  
 
This sign uses both text and images.  
 
Click again. 
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“Which way do you think is the best way to communicate a message? Text, 
images, or both?” 
 

Activity 1 
(Slides 5–11) 
 

Guess the sign 
 
Slide 5. Can you guess what each one means? Have a guess first, then read 
the meaning. 
 
Pedestrian crossing (slide 6):  
This is a sign to show that there is a pedestrian (or zebra) crossing nearby. 
How do we know this? The picture is very clear. 
 
Danger, electrical hazard (slide 7):  
Is this is easy to understand. It is an extremely important sign, as someone 
could get hurt. Do you think text should be added, or is it clear? 
This means there is something electrical that could be dangerous nearby.  
 
No overtaking (slide 8):  
This means no overtaking. Why might you not know this? 
The picture is unclear. You are not old enough to drive, so may have not 
seen this or paid attention to this sign.  
 “Would text have helped you to understand?”. 
 
Roadworks (slide 9):  
This is the sign for roadworks. How could this could be confusing to some,? 
e.g. It could mean “Put up your umbrella!”  
 “Would text have helped us to understand this message?”.  
 
One way (slide 10):  
This sign means one way. Why do you think text and an image have been 
added; it tells us in words that it is one way, and the arrow helps us know 
which way to go. 
 
Customs (slide 11):  
This is the sign for customs. These are the people who are in charge of 
letting things like goods and animals in and out of a country.  
 “Why do you think we can’t understand this sign?”  
 Although text has been added, because the sign is in other languages 
(French Douane and German Zoll, meaning ‘customs’), we cannot 
understand it if we don’t speak French or German.  
 
So, although text can be helpful, this is not always the case. 
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Activity 2 
(Slide 12) 
 

What does it mean? 
 
Look at slide 12.   
 
You are going to complete a worksheet that contains some different signs. 
Write in the answer, then circle the smiley, straight, or sad face to show how 
hard it was to work out.  
As you complete the task think about  how text and images can make it 
easier or harder to guess what a sign means. 
 

Activity 3 Advantages and disadvantages 
 
Now think about the advantages and disadvantages of using text, images, 
or both text and images.  
 
Look at the advantages table Slide 13.  Click through the presentation until 
all the answers are shown.  
 
Look at the disadvantages table Slide 14. Click through the presentation 
until all the answers are shown.  
 
You are going to do a quick sort of the advantages and disadvantages 
using the worksheet. Cut out the words on page , decide if they are 
advantages or disadvantages, and stick them in the right place. 
 

Plenary 
(Slide 15) 
 

Slide 15.  
 
“Which of these signs do you find most helpful and why?”  
 
Give one advantage or disadvantage of using a picture to communicate a 
message. 
 
Advantages  

● You don’t need to be able to read 
● They can be quick to understand 
● You can see them from a distance 

Disadvantages:  
● Some images can be hard to understand 
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This resource is available online at ncce.io/cm3d-1-p. Resources are updated regularly — please check that 
you are using the latest version. 
 
This resource is licensed under the Open Government Licence, version 3. For more information on this 
licence, seencce.io/ogl 
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