
 

The previous lesson focused on the benefits of digital devices compared with non-digital tools. Many digital devices 

are now connected to other digital devices, e.g. computers through wires, tablets through WiFi, and smartphones 

through mobile phone networks. The benefit of connecting digital devices is that it allows information to be shared 

between users and systems. 

 

This lesson introduces the idea of connections and moving information between connected devices. You  will learn to 

explain how and why computers are joined together to form networks.   

Objectives 

To explain how a computer network can be used to share information 

I can recognise different connections 

I can explain how messages are passed through multiple connections 

I can discuss why we need a network switch 

Key vocabulary 

Connection, network, network switch 

 

You will need the Power Point, worksheets and your skills of imagination for this lesson!  

Activity 1 

My connections 

What does the word ‘connection’ mean. How might you be connected to different people? 

Write your name in the centre of a piece of paper. Now add names (or drawings) of people that they have a connec-

tion with, e.g. parents, carers, extended family, friends, professionals such as teachers or doctors. Try to include 

around 5 to 10 people. Now draw connecting lines between you and other people. 

A connection is a link between two or more things  

Network 

What does the word  ‘network’ mean? The people that you are connected to also connect with each other, which cre-

ates a ‘net’ of lines. These connections help us ‘work’ together to do things that we need to. 

My network 

Look at the connections that they you have drawn so far and think about whether there could be any additional lines 

between people, e.g. mum and dad. Add lines where there are further connections.  

On the Power Point there is an example of the people that you could be connected to and  this is the network of peo-

ple that you know. A network is a number of connections linking things with each other, e.g. people, roads, comput-

ers. 

Activity 2 

We are going to have to get creative with this activity because we are not in the classroom. Imagine doing the activi-

ty. 

How could a  message be passed between people in your network (or use slide 6 of Power Point) How  MIGHT you 

they get a message to Grandma D. Can you think of  different ways that you can find to get the message there, e.g. 

ask directly, ask  dad to tell her, ask their brother to tell their grandad to tell their grandma, etc. 

You are now going to represent computers on a network and see how you could pass messages around it. 

With this activity as modelled on the Power Point, you have to imagine messages being passed from person to per-

son around the class. You are part of a network. Is this a good or efficient  way to send messages? Do the messages 

get to the right person? Is it a quick way to send messages? 

The network that you have just thought about is similar to a computer network, although such a network often in-

cludes hundreds of devices, in different rooms, all over the building. It is not practical for all of these devices to con-

nect directly to each other. Can you imagine one laptop with fifty things plugged into it!  



Adding a network switch 

Can you think of ways messages can be sent more effectively so that only the person who wants the messages 

receives it.? In computing we add a network switch.  

A network switch is a device that enables multiple devices on a network to be connected. When one computer 

wants to send information to another computer, it can now do so via the network switch; information does not 

need to go through other computers 

Recap 

What is a connection? 

What is a network? 

 

 

 

 


