
  

Shape 
As you walk around outside, you could take your child on a ‘shape 
hunt to see what shapes they can spot.  Draw their attention to 
shapes and colours that you see together: 2D: rectangle, square,  
circle, triangle. 
 

Money 
 Counting pennies – How many pennies are in the purse? Count 

out ten pennies into the piggy bank. Touch counting 
coins.  

 Names of coins and their values.  
 Language – coins, change, buy, sell, value, exchange  
 Buying small items – at home and in shops.  
 

Time 
 Passage of time – sequence of the day, what did you do after 

lunch? What did you do yesterday? What are we doing tomor-
row? 

 Sense of time –how many claps can you do in a minute?  
 Clocks – o’clock and then half past. Times of TV programmes.  
 What time do they go to bed?  
 

Measures 
 Weight – cooking with your child. Which shopping bag is heavi-

er? Lighter? Heaviest? Lightest?  
 Measures – which is longest? Shortest? Taller? Shorter? Meas-

ure with hands, feet, bricks as well as rulers and height charts.  
 
 
 

Above all the most important thing to do is to make it FUN! 

Children’s numeracy skills can be greatly boosted by help at home, in the 
same way that regular help with spelling and reading can nurture their  
literacy skills.  Parents are sometimes nervous to help in maths in case they 
confuse their child by teaching them ‘different’ methods (“we didn’t do it 
like this in my day…”!).  In Brown Clee, we aim to teach children to work 
with number in lots of different ways.  We know that what works for one 
child will not always make sense to   another and that by giving them a 
range of different methods, they will be well equipped to select one which 
works for them.  So please, be encouraged to talk about maths with your 
child, you never know, they may even teach you a new thing or two! 
 

Number 
Helping your child to develop their knowledge of number 
will benefit them enormously.  Pointing out numbers around them so 
that they are able to recognise numerals will help them when they 
begin to record maths formally later on in their development.  Having 
a knowledge of what number means e.g. number 2 means 2 ducks, 2 
cows, 2 chips etc and being able to count by rote to 10 then 20 will 
also help them.   
 Number songs  
 Recognition of numbers – house numbers, car number plates, clocks. 
 Counting objects by moving –counting spoons, shopping items to put 

in the trolley.  
 Counting objects of different sizes.  
 Counting objects that can’t be moved – stairs, cars parked in street, 

pictures in books.  
 Writing numbers – to write telephone numbers, shopping lists, Simple 

addition/subtraction – ‘I’ve got 5 plates, how many will I have if I put 
out 3 more?’ I have 4 sweets and I eat 2, how many are left?   

 Games – board games, hopscotch, dominoes.  
  
When they are able to do this, look at adding 1 more and taking 1 away.  
And look at counting it 2’s and 10’s. 
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www.happychild.org.uk/wks/math/key1 
 
www.topmarks.co.uk 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks1bitesize/numeracy 
 
www.ictgames.com 
 
www.crickweb.co.uk 
 
 

 
 

 
 

‘Children learn by doing, rather than 
by being told.’  

 
    ‘Children learn best when they are  

actively involved and interested.’                                          


