
We have recently introduced ‘Thunks’ across the whole school.  A ‘Thunk’ isn’t the past 
tense of ‘Think’ but instead a Thunk is a beguilingly simple-looking question about everyday 
things that stops you in your tracks and helps you start to look at the world in a whole new 
light. Or put simply -  an unusual question that makes you think. 
 

 
 
We have introduced ‘Thunks’ in assemblies and are already seeing a difference in the depth 
of thought and consideration in class discussions.  There are certain rules that we apply 
when using them:- 

 There are NO right or wrong answers – simply YOUR answers. 

 You do need to think about your answers and be able to justify them – in other words, 
don’t say the first thing that comes into your head, AND, be prepared to fully explain 
your answers when you give them.  

 We listen respectfully to the answers given by others and treat them seriously – even if 
they sound odd, they may all be valid if they can be justified. 

 
We know that it is important to teach children thinking skills, especially critical thinking.  If 
“thunking” is just another name for philosophy, then we can assume that thunks offer the 
same benefits as a philosophical discussion: 

 Improves English and Math skills – students achieve better academic results 
 Develops thinking skills – critical thinking, analytical and reasoning skills 
 Social benefits such as better self-esteem and empathy for others. 

 
To allow parents and children to all engage in ‘Thunking’ we have created a school “Thunk 
of the Week” board which will sit outside the front of the school, with a different ‘Thunk’ 
each week.  Parents and children are welcome to share their thoughts (respectfully) and add 
to other’s thoughts. 
 
Please look after the chalk pens and ensure they stay attached and lids are put back firmly. 
We look forwards to developing a philosophical community of critical thinkers! 

https://www.figur8.net/2015/01/13/why-children-need-to-be-taught-thinking-skills/
https://www.figur8.net/2016/12/11/critical-thinking-skills/
https://www.figur8.net/2015/10/15/philosophy-for-pre-adolescent-children-worth-it-or-waste-of-time/

