
  

When your child learns to read there are 2 crucial things to learn:- 
 
1. The sounds represented by letters 
2. How to blend the sounds together to make words. 
 
There are 26 letters of the alphabet but they make 44  
separate phonemes (sounds).  As children learn these sounds they 
can start to decode words.  To make things more  
complicated there are different ways to write these  
Phonemes eg you can make an /ai/ sound with an a, ai, ay, ey. 
 
Children need to learn all the phonic sounds as pure sounds -  
it’s important that they don’t add an intrusive ‘uh’ to the end of con-
sonant sounds as this effectively puts another sound into the word, 
which makes breaking down and building up, decoding and encoding 
very difficult. 
 
Some words cannot be sounded out and are called tricky words.  
These are learnt via keyword cards and spellings.  As children develop 
fluency they will be able to use ‘what makes sense’ to help work out 
tricky words. 

 

 

1. Sound out aloud the individual sounds whilst pointing to the 
letters to guide you. 

2. Break longer words into chunks then sound them out. 
3. If the above doesn’t work then jump over the word and  
 continue reading to the fullstop.  Then go back and try to  
 de-code the word again using all available clues e.g initial 
 sounds, meaning, pictures. 
4. Point to the words as you read them. 
5. Discuss the story eg character/setting, what do you think might 

happen next?, which is your favourite page and why? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 Make reading fun: use different voices, read with drama and 

excitement, use your child’s name instead of the characters. 
 Talk about books: encourage your child to ask questions,  share 

your thoughts on the book, compare favourite books. 
 Set an example: share reading recipes, traffic signs, menus,  
 brochures. 
 Listen to your child read—everyday!  Little and frequent makes 

all the difference. 
 Be enthusiastic, positive and give praise and encouragement. 
 
 

 

 



Useful Websites Brown Clee C. of E. Primary 
School 

 

Phonic Online Games/Activities 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpirctures/index.shtml 
This site offers activities to help children learn the long vowel sounds, 
sound out CVC words, consonant clusters and keywords. 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks1bitesize/literacy/phonics/index.shtml 
A phonic spelling game. 
 
www.phonicsplay.co.uk/InteractiveResources.htm 
Interactive resources to support the different phonic phases. 
 
Phonics: Letter and Sound pronunciation 
 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=5J2Ddf_0Om8 
 
Information and Guidance 
 
www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/literacy 
 
www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents 
     - guide to ReadWriteInc for Parents  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


