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1  Introduction 
 
1.1  Homework is anything that children do outside the normal school day, which contributes to 
their learning in response to guidance from the school. Homework encompasses a whole variety 
of activities instigated by teachers and parents to support children’s learning. For example, a 
parent who spends time reading a story to their child before bedtime is helping with homework.  
 

2  Rationale for Homework 
 
2.1  Homework is a very important part of a child’s education and can add much to a child’s 
development. The government made clear its commitment to homework in the 1997 White Paper, 
‘Excellence in Schools’, where homework was seen as ‘an essential part of good education’. We 
recognise that the time and resources available limit the educational experience that any school 
by itself can provide; children benefit greatly therefore from the mutual support of parents and 
teachers in encouraging them to learn both at home and at school. Indeed we see homework as 
an important way of establishing a successful dialogue between teachers and parents. One of the 
aims of our school is for children to develop as independent learners. We believe that homework 
is one of the main ways in which children can acquire the skill of independent learning.  
 
2.2  Homework plays a positive role in raising a child’s level of attainment. We also 
acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child’s growth and development. While 
homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in the wide range of out-of-
school clubs and organisations that play an important part in the lives of many children. We are 
well aware that children spend more time at home than at school, and we believe they develop 
their skills, interests and talents to the full only when parents encourage them to make maximum 
use of the experiences and opportunities that are available outside of school.  
 

3  Aims and objectives 

 
3.1  The aims and objectives of homework are: 

 to enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social development; 

 to help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner; 

 to promote a partnership between home and school in supporting each child’s learning; 

 to enable all aspects of the curriculum to be covered in sufficient depth; 

 to provide educational experiences not possible in school; 

 to consolidate and reinforce learning done in school and to allow children to practice skills 
taught in lessons; 

 to help children develop good work habits for the future. 
 
 

4  Types of homework 
 
4.1  We set a variety of homework activities. In the Foundation Stage and at Key Stage 1 we 
encourage the children to read by giving them books to take home to read with their parents… this 
will take up the largest proportion of homework time. We give guidance information to parents to 
help them achieve the maximum benefit from this time spent reading with their child. We also ask 
Key Stage 1 children to learn spellings or mathematical tables as part of their homework. 
Sometimes we ask children to talk about a topic at home prior to studying it in school. For 
example, in the history topic on toys, we ask children to find out what toys were popular when their 
grandparents were young and, if possible, to bring examples into school to show the other 
children. Sometimes we ask children to find and collect things that we then use in science 
lessons, and occasionally we ask children to take homework that they have started in school when 
we believe that they would benefit from spending further time on it. When we ask children to study 



a topic or to research a particular subject, we encourage them to use the school and local library 
and the Internet and CD-ROMs. 
 
4.2  At Key Stage 2 we continue to give children the sort of homework activities outlined in 
paragraph 4.1 but we expect them to do more tasks independently. We set literacy and numeracy 
homework periodically and we expect the children to consolidate and reinforce learning done in 
school through practice at home. Homework at Key Stage 2 may take the form of a long term 
“project” undertaken at home. We also set homework as a means of helping the children to revise 
for examinations as well as to ensure that prior learning has been understood. 
 
 

6  Pupils with Special Educational Needs 

 
6.1  We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life. We ensure that all tasks 
set are appropriate to the ability of the child. If a child has special needs, we endeavour to adapt 
any task set so that all children can contribute in a positive way. When setting homework to pupils 
who are named on the register of special needs, we refer to the Individual Education Plans (IEPs). 
 

7  The role of parents 

 
7.1  Parents have a vital role to play in their child’s education, and homework is an important 
part of this process. Parents are given a ‘Guidance to Homework’ document to explain the 
principles behind the use of homework at Brown Clee C.E Primary School (see Appendix 1). 
 
7.2  If parents have any problems or questions about homework, they should, in the first 
instance, contact the child’s class teacher. If their questions are of a more general nature, they 
should contact the headteacher. Finally, if they wish to make a complaint about the school 
homework policy or the way it is implemented, parents should contact the governing body.  
 

8  Monitoring and review 

 
8.1  It is the responsibility of our governing body to agree and then monitor the school 
homework policy. This is done by the committee of the governing body that deals with curriculum 
issues. Parents complete a questionnaire during the school’s OFSTED inspection, and our 
governing body pays careful consideration to any concern that is raised at that time, or in between 
OFSTED inspections, by any parent. Our governing body may, at any time, request from our 
headteacher a report on the way homework is organised in our school. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 1 

Brown Clee C.E. Primary School 
 

Guidance for Parents 

Homework for Independent, Responsible and Enthusiastic Learners 
 
 After working hard and concentrating all day at school the children will enjoy some fresh air, 
exercise and play. As the children get older a small amount of homework will have a positive 
influence on their attitude to learning and help prepare them for secondary school. We think it is 
important that homework includes some practical activities and encourages pupils to become 
more independent, responsible and enthusiastic learners.  
 
Different children will require different amounts of parental input and this will vary from task to 
task. Some pupils will be able to organise themselves and work mostly on their own; others will 
need considerable reminding and encouragement. Parents are able to judge themselves the value 
of how involved they become in the activities and with what is finally produced. Some children will 
gain more from a high level of parental involvement; many pupils will benefit more from working on 
their own. Some of the homework activities are intended to be completed with a parent. 
 
Over the academic year, and often within a term, the homework activities will cover all areas of the 
curriculum. Tasks will support and develop the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual 
development of the child.  
 
Reading is always included as a homework activity. Ideally by Year 5 the children will be reading 
independently for pleasure at home. Anything that will encourage the children to get to this point 
will be highly beneficial. This may include hearing the child read, asking questions and chatting 
about a book, reading to the child or simply providing reading material or trips to the library.  
 
The weekly spellings and multiplication homework is tested each Friday. Whilst the children often 
forget spellings that have been learnt it is hoped they will internalise some spelling rules and 
patterns. Encouraging children to use a good range of vocabulary in their writing, even if they are 
unable to spell the word, is important. Pupils should be encouraged to (independently) read and 
check for obvious mistakes and to use a dictionary to see if words have been spelt correctly.   
 
In addition to learning ‘normal’ times tables we set multiplication tables that challenge and develop 
the pupil’s mental strategies and mathematical understanding. This is a useful way of improving 
problem solving skills and developing confidence at tackling calculations mentally.   
 
The value of the homework tasks is in their undertaking, not to gain a mark out of ten, percentage 
or grade. All children receive detailed feedback on their homework when it is brought into class. 
This is usually verbal and often involves the whole class during discussion time. Asking pupils 
questions about what they have done is an important part of the process and encourages self 
assessment and independence. If necessary, additional feedback is given privately. Often 
material produced by homework is able to be used during a lesson or repeatedly over part of the 
term. 
 
It would not be appropriate to award marks for homework due to the number of variables involved. 
Feedback focuses on what has been learnt and how this will affect future learning. Teachers are 
also able to comment on the child’s effort and their organisation and planning. 
 
Homework should be made as enjoyable and fun for the pupil as possible. 
 
If you have any questions regarding homework please arrange a meeting with the class teacher.      
 
 


